CALL TO AUDITIONS
The Ladies of the Camellias
Written by Lillian Groag
Directed by Charles Harman
April 30 – May 17 (12 performances)

AUDITIONS WILL BE HELD ON
Friday, January 24, Saturday, January 25, Sunday, January 26
6:30 – 8:30 p.m.
Ladysmith Little Theatre, 4985 Christie Road, Ladysmith V9G 1J3

CHARACTERS:
SARAH BERNHARDT - Already ageless. Small, delicate, glamorous. Halo of Pre-Raphaelite reddish blond curls.
ELEONORA DUSE - The same, but somewhat younger. The curls are black. Italian accent. Grim.
*ALEXANDER DUMAS – FILS - Author of ”La Dame aux Camellias”, around fifty-five, sixty. Elegant. Wry.
IVAN - A young Russian. Bright, articulate, passionate, sincere. Russian accent.
GUSTAVE-HIPPOLITE WORMS – Of the unfortunate name. The French company's leading man. Handsome,
witty, elegant, French. AIso a good actor. Forties.

FLAVIO ANDO - The Italian company’s leading man. A past lover of Duse. Extremely handsorne. A matinee idol
and an excellent actor. Forties. Italian accent.

*BENOIT - The prompter and caretaker of the theatre. A hundred & fifty years old.
A GIRL - In her early twenties. Small, fierce. NOT an ingenue, but rather a young lead.
BENOIT CONSTANT COQUELIN - A great star. The original Cyrano. Ageless, like the other two. Big voice.
*Note: Some male roles could be played by female actors.

THE STORY:
A hilarious farce about an imagined meeting in Paris, 1897, between the famous theater divas Sarah Bernhardt and Eleonora
Duse. The two actresses—who were the biggest and most temperamental stars of their day—were scheduled to perform backto-back productions of the play The Lady of the Camellias by Alexandre Dumas. Duse's production will be performing in
Bernhardt's theater, and the two women are in their own dressing rooms. The members of both acting companies expect huge
fireworks. Into this tense situation comes Ivan, a young Russian anarchist who threatens to blow up everyone in the
theater—especially the two divas—unless his comrades are released from prison.
Benoit Constant Coquelin, who is playing Cyrano de Bergerac, sneaks into the melee, and, in full costume, challenges Ivan to a
duel. A rapier is no match for a gun and bomb, so it is theatrical dialogue they all must use to try and convince Ivan to let them
go.

For more information, contact Charles Harman, Director, at charlesharman555@hotmail.com

